
Want to make images like Derek Fahsbender?
Enjoy this short recap of his Create With Me video

Closing date for entries to Derek’s Challenge: 
11:59PM EST March 31, 2023

Be present
It can be extremely valuable to take your eye away from the  
viewfinder every now and then. That tip applies to every genre, but 
can be easily forgotten in the fast-paced street setting. “You have to 
let yourself feel the emotions you’re trying to express. Slow down 
and ask yourself what you like about a scene,” Derek notes.

Only once we have this ideal firmly in mind can we create a 
compelling image. After all, it’s not purely an aesthetic artform. 
How can we expect a viewer to feel a certain way when looking at a 
photo, if we never felt it ourselves to begin with?

Have intent
Mental presence feeds perfectly into Derek’s second tip. When a 
moment strikes you, don’t simply snap a frame from the hip. Instead, 
think about what speaks to you, then work to document it accordingly.

According to Derek, it’s a certain way to create more images we 
love – the ones we’re proud to showcase and stay in love with year 
after year. “I love looking back at a photo and instantly knowing why 
I wanted to document the moment. It lets me know I was creating 
with intent,” he states. For Derek, it comes down to confidence and 
commitment. Go further to make an image exactly as you imagine it.

Composition is key
With a moment set and a clear vision in mind, practical skills come in. 
For Derek, few are more important than composition. Much of Derek’s 
imagery features clean, geometric composition, using architecture and 
other street structures to frame, or serve as, subjects. To do the same, 
consider how leading lines can draw the eye and how balanced or 
asymmetrical your frame is.

In busier scenes, Derek creates layers. Points of interest might be 
spread across the edges of the frame, or stacked from front to back, 
but the secret is having them work in harmony. Negative space works 
towards the opposite effect, but remains a useful compositional tool in 
less busy areas. Finally, always be mindful of the edges of frame.
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