
Want to make portraits like THEGINGERB3ARDMEN?
Enjoy this short recap of their Create With Me video

Closing date for entries to THEGINGERB3ARDMEN’S  
Challenge: 11:59PM EST December 31, 2022

Mix up backgrounds
Often in portraiture, the human 

subject serves as the entire focus. 
Placing someone against a neutral 

backdrop can create impactful results, 
but doesn’t always do the character in 

your frame justice.

In this example, Steven and Chad’s 
drag queen muse brought her own 
high-concept look. Rather than do 
the expected and place her on a 

stage or runway, they shook things 
up with a nature location – creating 

juxtaposition, alongside a nod to the 
outfit itself. Available lighting can 

always be supplemented with some 
artificial fill, even in situations it may 

not be expected.

Take more risks
With risk comes reward, so say Chad 

and Steven. Within a genre as popular 
as portraiture, standing out can be a 
challenge, but one way to get there is 
by executing concepts others may not 

dare imagine. 

Our example could suggest physical 
risk, but in fact this newly married 
couple are highly trained athletes. 

The bold idea at play is subversion of 
the norms. As THEGINGERB3ARDMEN 

have done here, there’s still room 
to let your subjects lead the way. 

Tapping into what makes the 
individuals in front of your camera 
unique may well carry over into a 

one-of-a-kind photo.

Support local businesses
A strong sense of community spirit 
might seem entirely distinct from 

photography tips, but trust this pair 
when they tell you there are real 

pictorial rewards to be uncovered 
close to home. The interior decor of a 
nearby business may be exactly what 
you’ve envisioned for your next on-
location session – negating the need 

for set design.

This vibrant example was created 
inside the bathroom of an NYC 

restaurant. Just like Steven and Chad, 
you can improve the space further with 
nothing more than a light or two. The 
drag queen pictured here has a social 
media following of over one million, 

so there’s no doubt this image carried 
the added bonus of directing countless 

locals towards a unique spot.
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