
Want to make editorial photos like Claire Rosen?
Here’s a synopsis of her Create With Me video

Closing date for entries to Claire’s Challenge: 
11:59PM EST September 30, 2022

Find your artistic roots
“Our childhood experiences shape us, 

helping to determine who we are, what 
we care about, and what we’re drawn to,” 

says Claire. Examining our formative 
experiences can be very illuminating 
when we use the findings to identify 

patterns in our work.

The foundations of Claire’s first surreal 
example trace back to a beloved 
bedtime story. To achieve similar 

inspiration, she proposes a writing task. 
Jot down your earliest memory, favorite 

childhood place, your first fondest 
book, movie or character, details 
of your parents’ or grandparents’ 

profession, and the décor of the home 
you grew up in. Create a photo that 

evokes these concepts.

Use your dreams
Many of Claire’s fantastical images 
have come directly from dreams. 

This unconscious space can be 
harnessed, to help create real-world 
artworks. This flying seahorse is one 

such example.

Consider the photographic process 
immediately before falling asleep – it 

may well prompt creative dreams. 
Keep a notepad and pen by your 

bed, so you can write down details as 
you wake up. Over time, the process 

becomes more and more natural.

Brainstorm concepts
Combing through more abstract ideas 

is a crucial step in bringing them to 
life. Claire poses the specific challenge 
of placing yourself at the center of an 
editorial scene, imagining it were for a 

magazine profile.

Consider how you would like to be 
represented on camera, then write 
down as many fitting concepts as 

you can. You never know what may 
come from this rapid freedom of 

thought. Action your favorite idea, 
like Claire has done in this example. It 
showcases her relationship with the 

art-making process.
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