
Want to make fashion photos like Aaron Anderson?
Here’s a quick rundown of his Create With Me video

Closing date for entries to Aaron’s Challenge: 
11:59PM EST October 31, 2022

Use your environment
Environment may be everything in certain genres, but with a strong subject 
like fashion, a model’s surroundings are easy to overlook. Pay a little extra 
attention, though, and you could create more stunning results than ever. 
Environment can be used to lead the eye, tell a story, and inform your 
lighting setup.

Aaron’s example does all three beautifully. The complete scene is unified 
in its vintage aesthetic, full of drama and longing, and lit to promote viewer 
engagement with the subject.

Be bold with color
Aaron’s passion for colorful imagery is evident in his work. He encourages 
fellow fashion photographers to be bold and experimental with their choices. 
Select some gels and get to work discovering how they alter the look of your 
scene.

Not only can you combine hues – you can utilize a mix of light qualities, 
too. Bright and dim, or hard and soft, may be thrown together to create 
contrast. Here, Aaron uses soft, orange lighting to emulate a sunset, 
alongside hard, blue lighting that sits at the opposing side of the color wheel. 
The result is saturated, yet tasteful.

Create a set
Some of the best fashion photographers to ever hold a camera have tried 
this method to great success. Something about the coming together of two 
distinct worlds really strikes a chord in any viewer. A sizable backdrop may 
be challenging for some, but a table and chair – or any other interior object – 
will do just the trick.

In Aaron’s example, catwalk meets woodland. The scene is lit by eight 
lights, bounced through a large, off-camera scrim to accentuate the 
naturalism of the model’s surrounding. Just enough background is visible to 
create a clear sense of place, while leaving viewers wanting more.
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